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the situation was much, the same. There the Eastern Empire
had to meet as best it could the victorious onrush of the
Seljuk Turks ; the Seljuks had embraced the Moslem creed,
but their purpose was conquest and empire. So, while the
Western Christians were on the offensive, the Eastern Chris-
tians were on the defensive. Then came a third development
with the proclamation of the First Crusade, which was in its
inception a holy war, and to which the Moslems soon replied
in the same spirit. It cut right across the division of East
and West, for it was the Western Christians who now took
the offensive against the Eastern Moslems. The Western
Moslems were disinterested in the struggle, the Eastern
Christians, though at first they gained distinct advantages,
were soon seriously embarrassed. In fact, East and West
resumed their former contact, and in the result Christian
rivalries tended to eclipse the mutual hostility to Islam.
I.     THE  ADVANCE   OF   CHRISTIANITY  IN   THE  WEST
The struggle was already an ancient one in the Spanish sPain
peninsula, where the break-up of the Caliphate had now made        n
it possible for the Reconquest to be undertaken in earnest. Caliphate
The Caliphate had been glorious, though only with a reflected of Cordov*
glory. For the Moslems, bringing with them the civilisation
which they had acquired mainly from the Empire, had
entered into the inheritance of the Roman civilisation that
had remained or had been restored in Visigothic Spain. There
was little Arab blood among the conquerors, who were mainly
of African stock, and they continued to recruit their armies
from the Berber tribes of North Africa. Adapting them-
selves to the civilisation into which they entered, it exerted
a deteriorating effect upon them ; they were lax in their
observance of the rules of the Koran, and in intellectual circles
freedom of thought and scepticism became rife. But they
vindicated their devotion to Islam at any rate by the savagery
with which they treated their Christian enemies. Abd-ar-
Rahman III and Almanzor raided the north again and again,
inflicting grave damage and carrying oft plunder and slaves.
In the booty they won they had a reason for not wholly
destroying so valuable a source of profit ; and it might have
been beyond their power to maintain the government of
the whole peninsula. For the glittering edifice was insecurely

